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Sector: Manufacturing Location: Rushcliffe Size: Small Turnover: £1.5m

About the business

Far UK Ltd was set up in July 2012 and is based in West Bridgford, Nottinghamshire. It
specialises in the design, development and manufacture of lightweight composite parts and
assemblies, using advanced materials such as carbon and glass fibre. Its work spans concept
design, engineering analysis, tooling, prototyping and low volume manufacturing with strong
capability in sustainable transport applications.

Challenges faced

The greatest barriers to growth for Far UK have been internal capacity constraints, particularly
within sales and marketing, which have limited the business’ ability to proactively target new
customers and international markets. Its export activity has declined due to these limited
resources and reduced travel post-COVID.

As a technically strong but lean SME, Far UK has also faced challenges associated with
scaling, managing international compliance and competing with larger global suppliers.

Solution - Support Given

Far UK has taken advantage of tailored one-to-one support from the Accelerator project and
East Midlands Chamber Business Adviser, Isan Farooqi. Initially this was through a full
business diagnostic and review of the business’ strategy, financial position and internal
capacity.

The business secured funding from the Export Accelerator project, with guidance from Insan
which has helped Far UK re-establish international activity, including routes to enter European
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and Chinese markets. It has also had recommendations on export finance, support available
from Innovate UK, trade missions and cluster membership (composites/automotive).

Far UK have also been involved in the Chamber-led East Midlands Manufacturing Network
which holds regular forum meetings enabling manufacturers to learn about the latest support
available as well as network and collaborate with other makers in the region. As Far UK have
grown and entered new sectors, the network has provided the connections required for the
business to benefit from mutually beneficial cross-collaboration projects between other
members of EMMN, helping the company compete in the global market.

Impact - The Difference it’'s Made

The support has given Far UK a clearer strategic focus and renewed confidence in growing its
export activity.

The business is now better positioned to engage with new international customers, supported
by a more structured plan for trade shows and overseas market re-entry. This is expected to
enhance competitiveness, strengthen the manufacturing order book and safeguard jobs within
the business.

Improved clarity around funding routes and export support has also helped Far UK plan
investment more effectively, reducing internal constraints on growth.

The company anticipates increased revenue opportunities from Europe and China as a direct
result of the engagement.

A word from the business: Accelerator has provided:
“The support from the Chamber has been invaluable. e 1to 1 Advice
Having a clear, structured plan for export activity and e Export Accelerator
an external perspective on our challenges has helped e East Midlands
us refocus our efforts and move forward with Manufacturing Network
confidence.

. , , Impact to business:
The adviser understood our business, our technical

strengths and the constraints we face, and provided e New Markets
practical support that will make a real difference to our e Increased Confidence
growth plans.” with Export Activity
Lyndon Sanders, Director ° lmpieves It
Strategy

This project is funded by the UK Government through the UK Shared Prosperity Fund and
delivered by East Midlands Chamber.

\ )

CLAIRE WARD | /& tastMidangs  ©O'St
MAYOR OF THE ﬁ‘! Combined County MIdlaNds

EAST MIDLANDS | 3.1  Authority chamber




